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maintaining in our greatest foreign possession a
general adherence to that system of Free Trade
which still obtains, and then obtained unchallenged,
in the United Kingdom.

It is a short way from customs to excise, and
it is not a little strange to read criticisms made
in this comparatively hard-drinking country, upon
the increase in the amount of revenue collected
under this head in India, from one of the most
sober populations in the world. Consequent upon
the improvement in wages and in the general con-
dition of the classes which consume intoxicating
drinks, they are able to spend much more than
they spent fifty years ago, and at the same time
to pay, as they do, a proportionately far higher
excise duty on what they consume than they for-
merly paid. In fact the greater part of the increase
in revenue is due to higher taxation under this
head, and to the suppression of illicit distilleries*
Nevertheless it will take many reports such as
that presented upon the liquor problem in Southern
Nigeria to persuade intemperate advocates of tem-
perance that the British Government did not
introduce liquor into India, and is not living
in a great measure upon gains ill-gotten by its
sale.

Indirect but valuable evidence of a general
advance in material prosperity is afforded by the
fact that India contains 160,000 miles of postal